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of the text; but cases of confusion, omission or shifting of
letters, as also confusion of symbols and marks, are often met
with. Their occurrence, however, would be rare in view of
the shortness of the inscriptional text concerned and the abund-
ance of the time and leisure usually at the disposal of the
scribe. Instances of haplography, homceography, negligence,,
dittography, confusion of words, unnecessary insertions and
the like are not to be expected in an original document of this
kind. In fact, there are hardly cases of emendation in inscrip-
tional records. It will thus be seen that ordinarily an inscrip-
tion requires no textual elucidation of the type necessary for
constituting texts with the help of different copies and versions.
The stone inscriptions suffer from weatherings and age-
Their texts are likely to deteriorate or disappear altogether.
The contrast ordinarily produced through* the difference of
colours of the ink and the paper is absent in stone inscriptions,
and consequently the human eye fails to grasp their contents
with perfect accuracy. The grain of the stone causes no less
interference in our decipherment. Unevenness in the incisions
is full of deceipt. Injuries .to letters and coatings of extrane-
ous mattexi on the surface disfigures the text causing no less
annoyance to the reader. All these inherent and extraneous
defects necessitate the restoration of the text disfigured or lost
These restorations are, however, of a disputable nature. The
most scientific and yet simple form of presenting these resto-
rations is to mark them as doubtfully accepted, and, at the
same time, to distinguish them from the body of the text.
It may be an act of intellectual integrity on the part of an
editor to leave unrestored portions of text which he is unable to
decipher, but it reflects little credit on him as textual critic. The
restorations of injured texts can best be carried out by research
scholars who actually work on the spot. The restoration of an
inscriptional text is not a very complicated matter, as it can
clearly be distinguished in the main body of the text by en-
closing it in a rectangular bracket, if the smaller one is other-
wise used in the main text Restorations may necessitate
supplementary notes and explanations for acquainting the